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Tiik Juniou Nursk. By Charlottk A. Brown, 11.N., Instructor 
in the Boston City Hospital; late Superintendent of the Hart¬ 
ford Hospital Training School. Pp. 20S; illustrated. Phila¬ 
delphia and New York: Lea & Fcbiger, 1911. 

This book was written for the purpose of supplying " the student 
nurse with a guide for the earlier months of her training.” It 
considers fully, but with a clearness and simplicity which is delight¬ 
ful, the various cases and duties with which the junior nurse must 
be acquainted. In addition there is a chapter upon the qualifica¬ 
tions of the nurse and a most pertinent one upon personal hygiene. 

The material is well expressed and carefully considered. Excep¬ 
tion, however, might be taken to the inclusion of some of the more 
complicated methods of diagnosis and treatment. Eliminating this 
possible objection, there remains such a clear exposition of what 
the nursing neophyte, should know that it is diflicult to imagine 
the book not having an immediate and hearty welcome. 

J. II. M., Jn. 


Practical Pkimatrics. By Jami:s II. McIxkk, M.D., Professor 
of Pediatrics in Temple University, Philadelphia; Visiting 
Pediatrician to Philadelphia General Hospital, Garretson Hos¬ 
pital, and Samaritan Hospital, Philadelphia; and William II. 
Wkli.s, M.D., Assistant Professor of Obstetrics. Jefferson Medical 
College. With an Appendix upon Development and its Anoma¬ 
lies. By John Madison Taylor, A.M., M.I). Associate Professor 
of Noil-pharmaceutic Therapeutics, Temple University, Phila¬ 
delphia. Pp. 11S2; with two colored plates and MO illustrations, 
including 2.'iS figures. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., 
19M. 

To use the authors’ words, "they have endeavored to present 
succinctly much more than a treatise on disease as it appears in the 
young . . . not only the recognition and repair of abnormalities 
and disturbances, but also prevention in the widest sense of the 
word.” In this we sec the tendency of modern medical writings, 
and the authors’ aim, it may be said, has lent a distinctly improved 
flavor to the taste of the average text-book. The study of the 
child, ns contrasted with the study of the illness of the child, is given 
due emphasis. Within the large compass of the book, space is 
afforded for ample consideration of diseases, including those of the 
car, nose, and skin, with a comprehensive discussion of diseases of 
the nervous system. The appendix forms an addition, novel in the 
treatment of the subject rather than in the subject matter itself. 
.Some of it is couched in language which, it is to be fenred, will 
hardly convey a clear conception of its meaning to those not versed 
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in psychological literature, while the practicability of the applica¬ 
tion of its teaching, at times, is questionahle. With the views on 
instruction in hygiene of sex many will not agree. For example; 
“the sooner the child learns the truth about sex . . . by so much 
will one of the gravest perils he reduced todctcrminablcproportions.” 
It is to he feared that such practise will result in the fervent wish 
that the “proportions” had never been “determined.” The chief 
criticism of the book, as a whole, lies in n tendency to polypharmacy 
in the treatment of some diseases, notably pulmonary tuberculosis, 
while the desirability of vigorous local treatment of the diph¬ 
theritic throat certainly is questionable. Sins of omission are few, 
but surely pylorospasm, gastroduodenitis in relation to jaundice, 
vaginitis, and the dietetic treatment of migraine and migrainous 
affections deserve more consideration than mere mention. 

On the other hand, there is vastly more to praise than to blame. 
The book gives an excellent presentation of pediatrics; is full of 
practical suggestions resulting from the personal experience of the 
authors; profusely illustrated with well-selected and, in the main, 
original subjects; completely indexed, and last, but by no means 
least, admirably printed. J. C. G. 


Tiib Likk and Lkttkiis ok Nathan Smith, M.B., M.D. By 
Emily A. Smith. With an introduction. By William li. 
Wki.ch, M.D., I,I,.I). I’p. 185; 25 illustrations. New Haven 
and London; Yale University Press and Oxford University 
Press, 1011, 

Nathan Smith was preeminent in the medical profession of 
New England in the quarter of a century following the Revolution. 
Especially was he active in connection with the medical schools 
which sprung up in that section during his lifetime. He actually 
initiated the Dartlunouth Medical School, 170S; he held professor¬ 
ships at Yale, 1818 to 1820, and at Bowdoiu, 1S21 to lS2.'i; and he 
was associated in the foundation of the medical school of the 
University of Vermont. This volume is a contribution by the 
Yale University Press to the celebration of the centennial anni¬ 
versary of the opening of "The Medical Institution of Yale College.” 
Mrs. Smith has not only brought together the essential published 
facts regarding Dr. Smith's life, but has made a substantial con¬ 
tribution to that literature by publishing for the first time his 
letters to his friend and pupil, Dr. George Chcyne Shattuek, of 
Boston. These letters cover a period of twenty-five years, and give 
a clear insight into the personal, family, and professional sides of 
his life. Dr. William II. Welch compares these letters to those of 
John Hunter to his former pupil, Jenner. T. G. M. 



